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[bookmark: _GoBack]ANDOVER BOARD OF HEALTH
Minutes
May 11, 2020 , 6:00 P.M.
Via Webex and Simulcast on Local Cable Access

The Board of Health Meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. Present via Webex, were Pamela Linzer, Ph.D., Chair, Deb Enegess, M.D., Clerk and Mr. Thomas G. Carbone, Director of Public Health. Gopala K. Dwarakanath, M.D., Vice Chair, joined the meeting later.

Before any discussion began, Mr. Carbone read the following statement: “Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Board of Health will be conducted via remote participation. The virtual meeting will be broadcast on Comcast Channel 22 and Verizon Channel 45. Further, a video recording of the proceedings will be posted to the Town website as soon as possible after the meeting.”

Mr. Carbone called Roll Call of the Board of Health Members: Pamela Linzer, Ph.D., Chair, Present; Deb Enegess, M.D., Clerk, Present. 

Appointments & Hearings

· N/A

II. Approval of Minutes  

· #1 – April 13, 2020

Motion by Dr. Linzer, seconded by Dr. Enegess, to approve the Minutes of April 13, 2020. Unanimous approval.

Roll call: Pamela Linzer, Ph.D., Chair, Aye; Deb Enegess, M.D., Clerk, Aye.


III. Discussion

· #2. – Appointment of Law Enforcement Officers of Andover Police Department as Agents – Mr. Carbone asked the Board to take action on three votes. Annually when the Board appoints Staff as Agents, there is a section where the Board of Health allows Mr. Carbone to make emergency appointments for up to seven (7) days with the Chair and Town Manager approval. Last week he appointed Law Enforcement Officers at Chief Keefe’s suggestion. Mr. Carbone asked the Board to formalize that with a vote. The second vote will be to set up Non-Criminal Citation penalties in case they need to be issued. The third vote would be to adopt a document that would serve as a guide for enforcement of the Governor’s Orders for the use of facial coverings. 


1. Motion by Dr.Linzer, seconded by Dr.Enegess, to appoint all Law Enforcement Personnel of the Andover Police Department as Health Agents under the authority of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 111, section 30. Said appointment shall expire upon the expiration of Governor Baker’s Executive Order COVID -19 Order No. 31 dated May 1, 2020, to wear facial coverings in public settings and in businesses, and is intended to allow for those officers to assist the Board of Health in enforcement of the Order. Unanimous approval.

Roll call: Pamela Linzer, Ph.D., Chair, Aye; Deb Enegess, M.D., Clerk, Aye.

For vote # 2, Dr. Linzer asked Mr. Carbone for clarification if the wearing of a facial covering would be required when walking outdoors if you are able to socially distance. Mr. Carbone explained that as long as you are able to maintain the required 6’ social distancing and you are outside, you are not required to wear a facial covering. If an area is crowded outdoors, then a facial covering would be required.

2. Under the authority of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 111, section 31, Motion by Dr.Linzer, seconded by Dr.Enegess, to adopt the following penalties for violations of Governor Baker’s Executive Order COVID -19 Order No. 31 dated May 1, 2020, to wear facial coverings in public settings and in businesses:
A. First offense: Written Warning
B. Second Offense: Fine of $50.00
C. Third and subsequent Offense: $300.00
Said penalties may be enforced through a non-criminal citation process as allowed in Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 21D. Unanimous approval.
Roll call: Pamela Linzer, Ph.D., Chair, Aye; Deb Enegess, M.D., Clerk, Aye.

3. Motion by Dr.Linzer, seconded by Enegess, to adopt the document titled “Covid-19 Law Enforcement Guidance Masks & Face Coverings FAQS” as issued by The Office of the Attorney General and The Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association, dated May 4, 2020 and as revised, as appropriate guidance for the enforcement of Governor Baker’s Executive Order COVID -19 Order No. 31 dated May 1, 2020, to wear facial coverings in public settings and in businesses. Unanimous approval. 

Roll call: Pamela Linzer, Ph.D., Chair; Deb Enegess, M.D., Clerk, Aye.

· #3 – Covid-19 Response Update – Mr. Carbone informed the Board that there are now 230 cumulative cases with 102 active cases. Of those cumulative cases, 45% are at three Senior Care Facilities. Our Staff has been in touch with food services, apartments and condominiums that have common areas to provide them with guidance and signage. For the living areas we have given some guidance and signs about wearing face coverings and making sure that they are doing regular cleaning of the doorknobs, buttons on the call boxes and things like that. For food service we have been trying to give them various information on what to start thinking about as they get either into a reopening situation or an opportunity to start thinking about what it would look like to have table service again. We have shared some good guidance with them from the National Restaurant Association. Staff has been working with the different work groups to start envisioning what back to business will have to look like.  Ann Ormand, our Arts and Business liaison, has a workgroup dealing mainly with the restaurants. Ms. Patricia Crafts, Health Inspector, has been working with our Rec Program and Senior Program that are envisioning what that will look like when they reopen. Mr. Carbone is working with the Town Moderator, Town Clerk and Town Manager about the Town election and Town Meeting.  He has also been working with the School Department on an option for high school graduation; possibly a drive-through graduation where the seniors will have an opportunity to receive their diplomas and have some pictures taken. 

Dr. Dwarakanath. Joined the Meeting at 6:19 p.m. 
		
Dr. Linzer asked if Mr. Carbone planned to take guidance from the State concerning camps. Mr. Carbone replied that he thought it would be up to the state because every health officer doesn’t want each community to set up their own standards. Mr. Carbone felt that sometime in June the semi-public pools may be opening as well as Pomps Pond. Dr. Linzer stated that Hair Salons in other areas have been opening up in Phase 1, and wondered if the Health Division would be regulating that. Mr. Carbone replied that he believed health Staff would have some sort of review concerning that, and there is some State and Industry guidance on this. 

Mr. Carbone spoke about what was happening on the Clinical side. Town Nurse, Cherie Monahan, and Nurse Jane Morrissey have been helped by two of the school nurses who have public health nursing backgrounds. The Governor has spoken at length about the Community Tracing Collaborative (CTC). We are utilizing them as a backup and assistance to us. Probably the hardest issue we are dealing with right now is cluster investigations because in order for us to cluster them within MAVEN we need to coordinate with other communities.  We do have clusters at a couple of businesses and at three of our five senior care facilities. 

PCR Testing is used in checking for active illness. There has been a lot of talk over the last couple months about the need for antibody testing. The test would determine if you have been exposed, not necessarily that you are shedding the virus. It is still unclear how antibody tests can be used to inform reopening plans, since we still do not know enough about the virus. The one takeaway everybody should have right now is that if you are getting antibody testing, you should also be getting a PCR swab test because they need to make sure you are not actively sick. Mr. Carbone stated that it sounds to him like PCR testing will be done on direct contacts as well to help in containing the illness. 

Mr. Carbone stated that he has not been sharing daily the number of Covid related deaths for a couple of reasons. The number is not an accurate number as it does not take into account the cause of death determined by the physician; it only counts the deaths of people who tested positive for Covid, and died before they got better. Many had end-stage medical issues and on Death Certificates, Covid may not be listed. There is, however a public desire for numbers. Mr. Carbone spoke with Dr. Linzer already and asked the other Board Members for guidance on what they think we should be doing. Dr. Linzer stated that the data is really not accurate information and to come from a Town where it could influence residents to seek or not seek care based on the number of deaths is worrisome. If the State wanted the numbers reported by Town, they would list it that way, and right now it is reported by county. She feels reporting that data at this point is not an actual portrayal where there are so many elderly dying from different diseases and they could or could not have been tested. She just does not want to put out inaccurate data. Dr. Dwarakanath stated that we shouldn’t overestimate or underestimate the fatalities because we want the public to be at ease and we want to give than as much accurate information as we can. Dr. Enegess agreed with Dr. Linzer and Dr. Dwarakanath. Dr. Linzer asked if the Eagle Tribune is reporting population rates or just numbers. Mr. Carbone replied that they report raw case numbers. Mr. Carbone would like to see the data reported as a region accurately and consistently. He is looking at different ways to share data that is meaningful, that can give us good views of the epidemiological curves, the age distribution, and similar data. He thinks it is more important than some of the other data that people are looking at. 

Old Business  

· N/A

Subdivision Definitive Plans 

· N/A  

Septic System Variances/Local Upgrade Approval

· N/A 

Staff Reports

A. #5 - Director’s Reports – N/A  

B. #6 – Community Health Report for March, 2020 – The Community Health Report for March, 2020 is not available at this time.    

C. #7 – Environmental Health Reports for March, 2020 – The Environmental Health Reports for March, 2020 are not available at this time.    

Board Member Reports 

· As a last comment, Dr. Linzer wanted to express her thanks to Mr. Carbone and the Health Division staff for all the hard work everyone has been doing to keep our residents safe.     
 
Adjournment

Motion by, Ms.Enegess, seconded by Dr. Dwarakanath to adjourn at 6:38 p.m. Unanimous approval. 	

Roll call: Pamela Linzer, Ph.D., Chair, Aye; Gopala K. Dwarakanath, M.D., Vice-Chair, Aye; Deb Enegess, M.D., Clerk, Aye.























Per the New Open Meeting Law, the following is a list of the documents that were either distributed to the Andover Board of Health before the meeting in a packet, or at the meeting.
1. Agenda for Monday May 11, 2020 Board of Health Meeting. 
2. Minutes for April 13, 2020 Board of Health Meeting.  
3. Memo from Thomas Carbone to the Board of Health, dated 5/6/2020, Concerning Actions Needed for COVID-19 Response.
4. Memo from Thomas Carbone to the Board of Health, dated 7/1/2019 for Annual Appointment of Staff.
5. Memo from Thomas Carbone to Patrick Keefe, Andover Police Chief concerning Emergency Appointment as Health Agents.
6. Documentation of Joint Guidance issued by the Office of the Attorney General and The Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association concerning Covid-19 Law Enforcement Guidance for Masks and Face Coverings Faqs. 
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