8.10. 2020 BOH Minutes


ANDOVER BOARD OF HEALTH

Minutes

August 10, 2020, 6:00 P.M.

VIA WebEx
36 Bartlet Street

The Board of Health Meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. Present were Pamela Linzer, Ph.D., Chair, Gopala K. Dwarakanath, M.D., Vice-Chair, Deb Enegess, M.D., Clerk, and Mr. Thomas G. Carbone, Director of Public Health. 
Before any discussion began, Mr. Carbone made the following statement: “Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Board of Health will be conducted via remote participation. The virtual meeting will be broadcast on Comcast Channel 22 and Verizon Channel 45. Further, a video recording of the proceedings will be posted to the Town website as soon as possible after the meeting.”

Mr. Carbone called Roll Call of the Board of Health Members: Pamela Linzer, Ph.D., Chair, Present; Gopala K. Dwarakanath, M.D., Vice-Chair, Present; Deb Enegess, M.D., Clerk, Present.

I. Appointments & Hearings
· #1 - 6:00 p.m. – Richdale/Lavdisha, Inc., 10 Railroad St - Discussion about a sale of tobacco products to a 19 year old (continued from 7/13/2020).  Disha Patel owner / manager of Richdale present.  Dr. Linzer requested Ms.  Patel explain procedures that have been in place to prevent another occurrence.  Ms. Patel stated she has met with the staff to re-educate proper procedure and posted signs reminding staff to check identification.  Dr. Linzer inquired about the use of a POS system that requires the staff member to input the date of birth prior to the sale of tobacco products.  Ms. Patel will research to see if that system could be implemented.  Dr. Dwarakanath expressed the need to be vigilant with the process to be able stop the sale before any transaction takes place.  Ron Beauregard, Tobacco Control Director, reminded the Board as well as Ms. Patel of the Board’s Regulation requiring all patrons present valid identification prior to any sale of tobacco products.  Dr. Linzer thanked Ms. Patel for attending and reiterated that the Board takes citations very seriously and informed Ms. Patel of the ramifications of a second offense.  
· #2 – 6:05 p.m. - Ora Inc., 4 Corporate Drive, Colby Tyler – Request for an rDNA Permit.  Colby Tyler, Robert Derosier, Zach Ablonczy, and Andy Whitlock representing Ora, Inc. are present.  Ora, Inc. is seeking an rDNA permit for pre-clinical studies conducted in their Andover facility.  Ms. Peggy Kruse has agreed to be the Board’s representative on the Institutional Biosafety Committee.  Ora, Inc.  will be finalizing updates Mr. Carbone has identified in a memo to the Board dated Aug 7, 2020.  Ora Inc is moving their lab location from Worcester to Andover.  Ora Inc. currently holds an rDNA permit in Worcester.  
Motion by Dr. Linzer to approve the rDNA Permit for Ora, Inc. subject to conditions and clarification stated in Mr. Carbone’s memo dated August 7, 2020 seconded by Dr. Dwarakanath. Unanimous approval 
II. Approval of Minutes  
· # 2 – July 13, 2020 
Motion by Dr. Linzer, seconded by Dr. Dwarakanath, to approve the Minutes of July 13, 2020. Unanimous approval.   
III. Discussion Items
· #3 – Mosquito Control Barrier Treatment– After consulting with several town officials and the Board’s Chair, Mr. Carbone has been in touch with the Northeast Massachusetts Mosquito Control Project to arrange for a barrier treatment on all athletic fields. Mr. Carbone has received a plan from Phillips Academy and is waiting to hear from Greater Lawrence Technical School regarding any treatment they are planning.  Mr. Carbone explained that the low mosquito activity is due to the dry conditions, but that testing continues in the region.  Mr. Carbone is working on an awareness campaign involving social media.  Mr. Carbone asks the Board to vote to approve the barrier treatment.
Motion by Dr. Linzer, seconded by Dr. Enegess, to approve mosquito barrier treatment. Unanimous approval. 

· #4 – Covid-19 Update - Mr. Carbone reported on the progression of Covid-19 among different age groups.  We are now seeing an increase in cases among the 20-40 age range.  Andover had less than 12 cases for the month of July.  The staff in the health department continue to receive compliance complaints, approximately 3-5 calls daily.  Mr. Carbone is working to hire additional support, 15 hours/week, to handle the calls.

· Mr. Carbone is working with the school department and attending an upcoming parent meeting on school re-opening.  Mr. Carbone asked the Board if it would like to take make any comments concerning if school should reopen fully, in a hybrid, or remotely; the Board members stated that they have confidence that the School Committee will make the right decision for the community.  There are still concerns with conflicting guidance from DESE and the state where isolation and quarantine are concerned; MDPH Guidance will take precedence where there is a conflict.  

· Mr. Carbone addressed the challenges our public health nurse, Ms. Cherie Monahan, is facing and will continue to face as Andover school nurses return to their assigned school. Mr. Carbone is looking for part time help for our public nurse office to ensure coverage should a second wave of virus come.
· The Office has been in contact with both Merrimack College and Phillips Academy regarding the plans for opening of the schools. 
· Dr. Linzer asked how the Board could support the health staff.  Mr. Carbone remarked he is grateful for his dedicated team and appreciates the Board’s support.  
IV. Old Business  
· N/A      
V. Subdivision Definitive Plans 
· N/A

VI. Septic System Variances/Local Upgrade Approval
· N/A

VII. Staff Reports

· #5 – Director’s Report– Mr. Carbone presented the Directors Report for July 2020
· #6 – Community Health Report – Mr. Carbone presented the Community Health Report for July 2020.
VIII. Board Member Reports 

· N/A
IX. Adjournment

Motion by Dr. Linzer, seconded by Dr. Dwarakanath, to adjourn at 6:43 p.m. Unanimous approval. 
· Important Dates:  

· September 12th –Annual Town Meeting

· September 14th @ 6:00 p.m. – BOH Meeting

· October 19th @ 6:oo p.m. – BOH Meeting 

Per the New Open Meeting Law, the following is a list of the documents that were either distributed to the Andover Board of Health before the meeting in a packet, or at the meeting.

1. Board of Health (BOH) Meeting Agenda. 

2. Letter from Ronald Beauregard, Healthy Communities Tobacco Control Program Director to Richdale/Lavdisha Inc., dated March 11, 2020 concerning sale of Tobacco product to a minor.
3. Memo from Mr. Carbone, dated August 7, 2020 regarding rDNA permit request from Ora, Inc.
4. Draft minutes from July 13, 2020 BOH Meeting.

5. Memo from Mr. Carbone to BOH dated August 7, 2020 - Mosquito Control Barrier Treatment.
6. Memo from Mr. Carbone to BOH dated August 7, 2020 – Covid-19 Update.
7. Director’s Report – July 2020

8. Community Health Report – July 2020
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