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For the first time in two centuries river herring and shad are swimming upstream from the 
Atlantic Ocean, past Andover Center to spawning grounds on the Shawsheen River.  This 
is due to the dismantling of the Stevens Street Dam in 2017, near the site of the mill that 

produced gunpowder for George Washington to help win the Revolutionary War. In 
addition, the Balmoral Dam was taken down in the historic Shawsheen Village. 
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